
  

 

 

Shenandoah Baptist Church 
One Million Minutes of Prayer 

September 2019 

Not All Giants Are Tall 
 

Whether it’s the jolly green giant, the giant from Jack and the Beanstalk, or 
Goliath, giants are always tall. They tower over everyone and everything else and 
evoke both fear and respect. Their stature distinguishes them from “normal” 
people who just wonder what it would be like to be like them. 
 

But on a recent trip through Europe I was blessed to meet a giant of a different 
kind along the way. He stands no taller than 5’3” and walks with a short stride and 
hunched-over frame. Still recovering from recent bone cancer treatments, his 
weight is less than even his 
small stature would suggest.  
 

And yet, he is a giant of a man. 
 

His name is Jozef Kovac and he 
has been a member of the 
Shenandoah missions staff 
along with his wife, Lubica, 
since the early 1990s. He serves 
in Slovakia working with Child 
Evangelism Fellowship. Before 
the collapse of Communism in 
1989 he smuggled Bibles and 
literature into Czechoslovakia. 
His love for the Lord and 
children is evident in everything he does. 
 

But the most striking thing about this humble man was his prayer list. He said that 
one day a week he prays for Shenandoah and produced a list of church members 
he and Lubica pray for every single week. I was on that list. So was every other 
pastor by name along with the names of our wives and children. So were some of 
you.  It made me stop and think about it. We are on our missionaries’ prayer lists. 
Are they on ours? 
 

Jozef and Lubica are just one example of the exemplary missionaries we are 
privileged to partner with. Let’s pray for these giants of the faith this month with a 
new fervency. 
 

Praying with you,  Rob Gribbin 

Shenandoah Baptist Church 
6520 Williamson Road, N.W., P.O. Box 7010, Roanoke, VA  24019 

(540) 366-2431 ● www.sbcfamily.org ● jasbury@sbcfamily.org 
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Pray for Carlos CALDERON 
Servant with Partners International 

Praise the Lord 
 Debora completed her Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Arts, and is now in 

Texas going for her Ph.D. Evelyn completed her Associate of Arts and is now 
about to start her Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Arts. Carla is completing 
her internship in Portland and should continue her Bachelor of Science and 
Bachelor of Arts in three weeks. Adriana continues into her second year of 
medical school in Michigan. Lydia is about to start her final year for her 
Associate of Arts in the local Community College. That's all for those not yet 
married. Briana just started her final year in medical school. 

 The Lord has entrusted a new child to our oldest daughter. Ava is a beautiful girl 
who just turned two months old, and she is adorable, full of life, "talking" and 
interacting and learning from happy older brother, Nathan. Andrew and Brisa 
begin their teaching for the new school year at the university. 

Pray 
 My new helper from Singapore is making trips to remote areas of Vietnam; 

where I would never have access, plus Thailand and Cambodia. The Lord is 
alive and kicking, in spite of sufferings, privations and police harassment. Pray 
for "Jane," my resident helper in Vietnam who has suffered a stroke, has been 
diagnosed with cancer and is now being frequently invited to "have tea" with 
the police. 

 For my whole international team as we begin a week of praying, evaluations, 
and dreaming about the future, in what we call the "International Ministries 
Summit."  Basically all the materials and forms we use for our field work have 
been revised or updated.  Praise God for the outstanding help I have at the 
office. Our new fiscal year has started in earnest, with new ministry openings in 
Pakistan and North Africa...yes, hard places, but that's where the Lord has given 
us the grace to work! 

September Birthdays 

September Anniversaries 
  4 - Tom & Debbie Turner 
13 - Bogdan & Agnieszka Bassara 

23 - Edwin & Sylvia Caruana 

  4 - Evelyn Calderon  
  4 - Elena Calderon  
  8 - Dalia Castro 
  8 - Filip Bassara  

13 - John (Akim) 
17 - Ami (Akim) 
18 - Sandy Roberts 
21 - Debbie Turner 

22 - Jordan Roberts  
25 - Jared 
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Pray for Czesław & Helena BASSARA 
Servants with the International Bible Teaching Ministry 

Praise the Lord  
 For the two new books printed in Polish in September.  
 For our regular Bible and pastoral ministry in Piasek, Tychy and other churches 

in Poland. 
Pray  
 For the baptismal service in Koszalin in September. 
 For the Bible conference in Jaworzno in early September and wedding in Piasek 

in late September in Poland.  
 

Pray for Miguel & Dalia CASTRO 
Servants in Portugal 

Praise the Lord for  the 17th English Bible Camp.  Abigail was the camp director 
again this year. There were about ten decisions for Christ. There was a large 
number of non-Christian campers this year.  We are trusting the Lord for more fruit 
from the fifty-one campers that God brought to this camp.  
Pray 
 For the 5th Awesome Summer Camp.  Thank you for praying for the thirty-three 

campers already registered and the staff. 
 For the Annual Mission Conference in Esmoriz. It is a good time for refreshing, 

spiritual, emotional and physical strength in the Lord. 
 For the preparations for the 24th Youth Encounter with Christ Conferences in the 

North of Portugal.  Miriam, Gabriel and Abigail will be serving as leadership 
staff again this year.   

 For the COMACEP ministry as we desire to have more Bible classes in the 
public schools in all the districts of Portugal. 

 
Pray for Sam & Sadie DOHERTY 

Servants with CEF, World-wide Book Ministry 
Praise the Lord 
 For the visit from Pastor Rob and Brad and for His blessing on the one and half 

days of fellowship we spent together. Thanks Rob and Brad for your helpful and 
encouraging time with us. It was a special time of blessing for us. 

 For His goodness towards us during the (almost) 70 years since we trusted Jesus 
Christ and started our ministry to the children. “God is so Good!” 

 For the reasonably good health and sound minds which He has given to us. 
Pray 
 For Sadie who is having at present some back problems. 
 For Sam.  Pray that biopsy results from a minor surgery will be clear. 
 For Sam as he continues to correct and complete the final draft of his 365-page 

book of daily doctrinal devotionals for young people. 
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Pray for John GEE 
Servant in China 

Pray 
 For China and particularly for  the ongoing situation in Hong Kong.  I am afraid 

a bad ending to the protest will happen soon, such as arrest, bloodshed, even 
deaths.  Pray for the Christians in Hong Kong to know how to be a witness of 
the Good News in the midst of this process.  Please also pray for God’s heart to 
be revealed even if the “worst” things are happening. 

 I spent more time at home during the two months of the summer: less travel, 
more time at home and on writing.  I had an opportunity to serve two workers 
by teaching them how to read the Scripture within two weeks.  It has really been 
a good experience.  Please pray for good response from the workers, as well as 
my work efficiency. 

 I had several meetings with workers from the fields on their personal and family 
life, spiritual experience with the Lord, and ministry focuses.  Many of them 
shared God’s amazing work in their own lives.  Some shared their struggles on 
marriage and on their personal and spiritual life.  Please pray for field workers 
as they serve daily with spiritual battles both inside and outside.   

 Our son is going to take his last SAT exam in two weeks.  Please pray for his 
preparations as well as for his spiritual journey with the Lord! 

 Our team is taking an initiative to explore mobilization efforts to churches in the 
east towards the unreached west in the country.  There are over 1,200 cities and 
counties according to our calculations.  Please pray for the wisdom and a big 
heart from the Lord! 

 
Pray for the Ministries of the 

International Christian Centers for the Deaf (ICCD) 

Servants in Cuba, Mexico and The Bahamas 
Praise the Lord 
 For His goodness and possible expansion to the capital city of Uganda to reach 

the Deaf children of Kampala for Christ. 
 For the four Deaf young adults that trusted the Lord as Savior and were 

baptized at the Camp in Mexico last month! 
 For the successful Deaf Camp in Baracoa, Cuba, last month! Many were 

encouraged and growing in Jesus!  
 For the camps in the Bahamas this summer and for Kayla’s faithful leadership. 

Many Deaf and Hearing heard the Good News of Jesus on the Family Islands 
during July and August. 
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Continued - Pray for the Ministries of the 

International Christian Centers for the Deaf (ICCD) 

Servants in Cuba, Mexico and The Bahamas 
Pray 
 For Mexico.  Pray for the continued discipleship of the recent converts to grow 

in their new found faith in Jesus! 
 For Cuba.  Pray for the planning and details for the Deaf Congress and for US 

volunteers who would like to attend in January 2020.  
 For the Bahamas.  Pray for a Deaf young man, Patrick.  Pray God will make it 

clear to him regarding his future in full time Deaf ministry. He needs 
confirmation from the Lord. 

 For Uganda.  Pray for the details of the trip as Tom, Debbie, and Kayla prepare 
to travel to Uganda, October 31-November 8, to work at the school and explore 
the expansion of the Deaf ministry.   

 
Pray for John & Rosie 

Servants in Central Asia 
Praise the Lord for  continuing to lead workers to John and Rosie’s 
area.  Praise the Lord for a new teammate, new workers in their town, and other 
teammates receiving new visas and permissions after much hassle and delay! 
Pray 
 For Rosie and the girls as they get started into another homeschool year.  Pray 

for a good adjustment to a new schedule, discipline, and lots of fun times 
learning together. 

 For wisdom for John and his co-workers as they prioritize possible work 
locations and opportunities and lay a framework for the next six months of 
work.  Pray God would lead them to people and into places where His Spirit is 
at work and preparing hearts for the Good News! 

 For a number of individuals and groups visiting John and Rosie’s area over the 
next couple of months.  Pray they all would be Spirit-filled and equipped, ready 
to be used as testimonies of the Gospel as they visit and travel.  Pray for extra 
energy and wisdom as the team here hosts them! 
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Pray for Sam & Susan JOHN 
Servants in India 

Praise the Lord 
 For a two-day seminar which was attended by new converts. What a joy it was 

for us to talk about the wonderful assurance of salvation and about the inerrancy 
of the Word of God.  We had fifteen men and women who profited.  

 For the three women who were baptized in Jaipur.  Among those baptized was 
23-year-old ‘Kajol,’ who was persecuted badly by her family but she did not 
turn back.  

Pray 
 For Anita, a convert and her younger sister, who have come to know Jesus 

Christ as their personal Savior but have been severely tortured and persecuted 
by their family. The Bible we gave them was taken away from them and they 
were taken to the psychiatrist for treatment. It took immense efforts, especially 
from our dear brother in the Lord - Yogesh and his wife Neha both strong 
believers and converts themselves, but Anita’s parents stopped giving them the 
psychiatric medication. These girls are waiting on the Lord to be married to 
born-again young men.  

 For our church building in Jaipur.  It is now unable to seat the number of people 
attending the church. So prayerfully we have decided to enlarge the boundaries 
by using all the available spaces around the campus. Please pray we do not have 
any problems or obstacles created by the government.  Pray for the finances and 
its completion.    

 For me as I struggle with severe pain in my neck due to cervical issues.  
 

Pray for Jozef & Lúbica KOVAC 
Servants in Slovakia 

Praise the Lord for  the possibility to minister  in the local churches in 
Dovalovo, Rača and Dúbravka. This summer’s missions in our Bratislava area was 
characterized by an increase in attendance for children, teens and young people. 
Pray 
 For a good start for the missions clubs in the state schools, the club for 

preschoolers and the club for summer campers, Meet the King. 
 For the new team of volunteer co-workers devoted to our Lord Jesus, who love 

children, even those with bad behavior, and serve in humility and unity (Psalm 
133). 

 For our health:  Lubica has had surgery on both knees and Jozef has had cancer 
treatments. 
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Pray for Monique LADOSZ  
Servant in Rwanda & Uganda 

Praise the Lord for  His inclined ear  as He pays attention to all the prayers for 
me.  I am so thankful as I still find myself very weak and in pain as a result of a 
fall.  When needed, strength is given and the pain subsides. 
Pray as we make plans for  the fall.  Pray all will be done within God ’s perfect 
will and in line with each supporting church’s schedule. 

 
Pray for Jay & Michele LESTER 

Servants to International Students at Virginia Tech 
Praise the Lord for  another successful International Furniture Giveaway. 
Over 260 pieces of furniture were given and delivered to 130 new international 
students in about three and a half hours. Ninety-four students (72% of the total) 
expressed an interest for a follow-up contact for social/recreational activities and/
or Christian activities. Over 150 people came to the free Welcome Dinner that 
night.  
Pray 
 For us and our partners as we follow up with internationals who came to the 

Furniture Giveaway and Welcome Dinner. Pray we would connect with those 
who expressed interest in Christian activities. Pray those who expressed interest 
in social activities would come to our activities and be touched by the love of 
Christ.  

 For Across Fridays, our weekly social event, which started on August 30. Pray 
for good participation and relationship development. Pray God would use it to 
draw people to Himself.  

 For International Christian Fellowship (ICF) as we begin a new semester. Pray 
seekers would see the Truth, and believers would be encouraged and 
strengthened in Christ.  

 
Pray for Meredith LONG 
Servant to Togo, Africa 

Praise the Lord my time at home was good! I was glad to be able to spend 
time with family and friends. 
Pray 
 For this new year of language learning.  Pray I would be able to have a better 

grasp on the language.  
 For my language partner, Madame Ruby.  Pray I would continue to have a good 

relationship with her and be a witness to her.  
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Pray for Gerald & Frances MITCHUM 
Servants in Mongolia 

Praise the Lord!  Our teachers had great oppor tunities to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ during their summer time in the countryside.  
Pray 
 The Holy Spirit will touch many of these people in the countryside to accept 

Christ as their Savior. 
 For the many gifts given that make it possible to buy over two thousand 

sheep  to give to the very poor countryside people.  Pray for those who accepted 
Christ last year to grow in their faith and for those who will receive our “Gift of 
Love” this fall. 

 For Gerald and I as we spend some time in the countryside in September and 
October to help with our Gift of Love project.  Pray for all our many teams that 
will be busy in the countryside during the fall season.  They will be showing 
love through the Gift of Love project and sharing Jesus’ love.  Pray these poor 
people have the opportunity to know our heavenly Father as their Savior. 

 For Daniel and Emily as they pray to see if God’s desire is the same as theirs to 
minister in Mongolia. He is an IT specialist and she is a teacher. They want to 
use these gifts to help the Mongolian people open their hearts to receive Christ. 

 
Pray for Madeline TROTMAN 

Servant to International Students at UVA 
Pray 
 For Miaomiao (pronounced meow-meow) has literally been sent to UVA by the 

Lord ---as He is sovereign, and this is a super answer to prayer.   She has arrived 
here from Berkeley!  God is at work in Berkeley!  She became a Christian a 
year ago. I have been praying for a Christian contact in Berkeley to connect 
with Peng, who works out there.  So please pray Miaomiao can share with Peng 
the Christian contacts she has from living there.  This is crucial for Peng's 
growth in the Lord.  Miaomiao and I will be enjoying a study of God's Word 
together to help her grow in her new life in Jesus! 

 For a new study group on "How to Memorize Scripture."  Please pray for the 
students of His choosing to be in this group.  Pray His Word will become the 
treasure of these students and that He will guide us to follow His pathway 
through this study.   

 For the Buddhist parents of my new Korean friends, Jinho and Sonmi.  When 
they met, as believers in Korea, they were both hoping to find a Christian life 
partner who was from a Christian family, so they would have more support in 
their faith.  This didn't happen, yet they fell in love and realized God was 
leading them to be a first generation Korean Christian family.  They are asking 
for prayer for their families who live in Korea to come to the Savior. 
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Pray for Guillermo VILLANUEVA 
Servant in Mexico 

Pray 
 For the complete healing for brother Villeda, preacher and office manager in 

our Mexico City’s office.  Two days ago he was struck by a rare illness. He is 
scheduled to hold a crusade in Puebla in September. 

 For six inmates who accepted Christ in the Reynosa Jail through personal 
evangelism. Especially Jairo who really was touched by the Lord, and Victor, a 
Christian, who has backslid.  Pray he may be used by God in that jail. Pray for a 
guard in the Reynosa Jail parking lot who marvelously accepted the Lord. 

 For our crusade in Cuba. The Cuban government has forbidden us to preach in 
five cities, however they will be relocated by the Lord. We will hold crusades in 
eleven Cuban cities in October and November. We want to hold an evangelistic 
banquet and a children’s rally in Havana as well.  Please pray for these 
preparations. 

 As the Muñiz family grows in Christ through our discipleship classes, most of 
them are deaf.  Lorena and her boyfriend are having big problems.  We will 
meet with them soon.  

 For us as we are in the process of using Facebook for God’s glory to the 
uttermost, for Christians and non-Christians.  Please pray this can be achieved. 

 


