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Dear Praying Friends, 
 
People certainly do come in all shapes and sizes. Young, old, tall, short, slender, 
not-so-slender, purple hair, tattooed, pierced – there seems to be an infinite variety 
of people the world over. As I sit in Portugal, participating in an English Bible 
Camp with Miguel & Dalia Castro, I’m reflecting on all the people I saw on the 
journey here. People from different nations with different clothing styles, hair 
styles, and life styles. Humans certainly do like to express their individuality in 
just about every way imaginable. 
 
But the thing that struck me the most wasn’t the differences in the way people 
looked but the one feature that unites us as human beings – we all have a soul. 
Inside every single body was a soul which is either heading to heaven or hell. And 
my heart ached, “Lord, how many of these people know You?” 
 
Matthew 13 includes the parable of the sower and the seed. We learn the seed is 
the Word of God but not all the seeds that are sown take root and produce fruit. 
Some fell on rocky places; some were trampled or choked out by thorns. But the 
sower wasn’t punished for sowing carelessly. His job is simply to sow the seed 
everywhere. The parable isn’t about the skill of the sower but the power of the 
seed.  
 
Sow everywhere. Pray without ceasing. And let the seed find the good soil and 
produce fruit. Your prayers this month for our International Sowers empowers 
them to continue sowing! 
 
Praying with you, 
 
 
Rob Gribbin 

http://www.shenandoahbaptist.org
mailto:rmullen@shenandoahbaptist.org
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Appalachian Bible College 
Preparing Servants in West Virginia 

from Dr. Dan Anderson 

"Any concern too small to be turned into a prayer is too small to be made into a 
burden." - Corrie ten Boom 
 

I am confident the avenue of life provides the path for progress in our prayer life. 
That concept could rightfully be applied to our words from Corrie ten Boom. This 
heroic saint of the past has humbly shared her experiences of courageously 
extending compassion. Prayer undoubtedly served as a source for her courage. 
Adversity has a way of bringing to the surface what really does matter. If we fail to 
cast our burdens upon the Lord through prayer (1 Peter 5:7), we are exempt from 
managing them on our own.   One further blessing from our prayer reminder for 
this week is the certainty that NO CARE is too small to bring to God in prayer. 
While I share significant requests with you, my dear Prayer Partner, please 
remember every care is His to take as His own as we release them to Him. 
 

Thanks again for being a blessing to me. I am honored to join with you through 
prayer. 
 Praise the Lord for a refreshing week of vacation at home. The "honey-do" list 

is shorter! 
 Pray for a very important appointment. 
 Praise the Lord for good reports on our Alpine Ministries and from our Gospel 

Heralds ministry in churches and youth events. 
 Pray for God's guidance and blessing for our administrative team. We have 

exciting and challenging items to consider. 
 

August Birthdays 

August Anniversaries 

    3 - Czeslaw Bassara 
10 - Rosie  
22 - Cash Godbold 
23 - Sam Doherty 

24 - Stephen John  
25 - Lance Roberts 
25 - Guillermo Villanueva 

12 – Jared & Alyssa 
17 – Carlos & Lorena Calderon 

23 – Bobby & Linnet Gupta 
31 – Sam & Susan John 
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James ALEXANDER 
Servant in Sudan  

Praise God for the release of Rev. Hassan and Mr Abdul from prison in Khartoum. 
The two men were released from prison after a presidential pardon. They were 
arrested in December 2015 with Rev. Kuwa and Petr Jasek, a Czech national. All 
four were charged with espionage, inciting strife between communities and several 
other offences. Pray Hassan, Abdul and their families will be refreshed, heal 
emotionally and know peace and joy and pray for an end to the increasing pressure 
against churches and other religious minorities in Sudan and all officials involved 
will be touched by God's love and will change their ways.  
 Continue to pray regarding the campaign to demolish churches in Sudan 

claiming they violate designated purposes for these plots of land while at the 
same time refusing to designate any plots to be used for church buildings, 
claiming there is no need for new church buildings.  Authorities have designated 
twenty-seven churches for demolition. Pray for an end to efforts to demolish or 
confiscate church properties; for wisdom, patience and peace for church leaders 
and members facing ongoing harassment.  Pray Christians will know the peace 
of the Lord and those responsible for these acts of hostility and destruction will 
learn about Jesus and choose to follow Him. 

 Praise God the talks on the disputed Abyei region have again resumed, two 
years after Sudan and South Sudan ended talks over this oil-rich region between 
the two countries since the secession of South Sudan in July 2011. There is no 
government or police force in the area and its status has been unresolved after 
the Sudan and South Sudan governments failed to agree on the border division.  

 In South Sudan, please continue to pray for peace, security and stability.  
 Please continue to pray for the wife of Pastor Santo and the church in Yei who 

passed away on the way to Juba for treatment after being shot in the stomach by 
a soldier looting an Eritrean shop near his residence. Santo served actively in the 
local church at Hi Leben in Yei as Sunday school teacher, evangelist, and 
eventually as a pastor. He was ordained last year and was the only pastor in Yei 
when the other pastors had fled to the camps in Uganda.  

 Praise God for successful women’s training events in refugee camps in 
Adjumani center, Pagirinyang and Maaji. Pray for continued wisdom and a heart 
to make the most of every opportunity to reach out to others around them who 
are also suffering. 

 Praise the Lord, James’ son, Mela, graduated from the university he was 
attending in India.  Pray for ministry opportunities for him to share about the 
work of AIC and what God is doing in Sudan with the church in India. 
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Akim 
Servant in Central Asia 

Shalom to you, dear brothers and sisters!  Thank you for your prayers!  First of all 
I wanted to ask you for a little favor: when you pray for us, if there is a word from 
God that He gives you, please, send it to me, I will be very thankful! The most 
precious thing we have is His Word.  We were recently in the mountains with 
family for a weekend. We have been praying and thinking of a strategy for 
missions development.  How do we equip and send out our people. We also 
discussed how we can mobilize missions in the local church.  One family is 
already serving in China and another family is going soon to serve the Uighurs. 
There was also a brother responsible for missions and one sister who serves in 
Afghanistan. She has been there for five years. So it seems we have a great team of 
missionaries to begin. A historically significant moment and great start! We had 
very fruitful time of fellowship and prayer. 
Please pray with us: 
 For cleansing and guidance from the Father. 
 For His provision. 
 For the growth of our community, for the 3rd and 4th generations of disciples 

and courage to proclaim the Word. 
 God would strengthen our family and we would worship as a family regularly. 

 
Alan & Rosemary ARMSTRONG 

Servants in Ireland 
The summer gives special opportunities and is always a busy time. Pray for the 
Outreach Team in Dungloe.  Pray for people with prepared hearts and for good 
weather.  We plan to travel to England in mid-August.  During that time we will be 
meeting our grandchild for the first time! We have arranged to visit prayer 
partners, preach at two churches, attend a wedding and have a holiday in Cornwall 
with two friends. All of this means our next news is planned for mid-October. We 
are always encouraged to hear from you and remember you in our prayers.  
Please continue to pray for: 
 For full time workers for Dungloe. 
 The First Touch Project. We plan to contact Schools in October about the 

bilingual Gospels. 
 We hope to order more Gospels of Mark & John. 
 Our safety in travel and good health. 
 Our conversations with neighbors. We recently attended a birthday party where 

we made several new friends. 
 The choice of good literature. Pray for the right literature for each occasion. 
 People in our area who have lost loved ones, sadly some because of suicide. 
 Friends like Barney in a nursing home and other in the hospital with terminal 

cancer. Pray the Lord will use us in these situations. 
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Czesław & Helena BASSARA 
Servants with the International Bible Teaching Ministry 

 Thanks to the Lord for the growth of the CEF Bible Training at Home, which is 
a part of Proclaiming the Word. More than 3,000 people from almost 200 
countries received at least one of our five textbooks and are now studying the 
Word of God deeper in order to go wider with the Gospel in their countries. 

 Pray as I teach at the CEF Leadership Institutes in Romania and in Bible 
conference in Hungary in August. Pray as I complete the next textbook 
Evangelical Hermeneutics, which is the sixth textbook out of twelve to be 
printed for CEF Bible Training at Home. Pray also for us as we take part in the 
Reunion of Evangelical Leaders in the Czech Republic in August.  

 Pray for the financial support for Konrad and Dorota, my assistants in preparing 
the textbooks.  Pray for their two daughters, Natalia (9) and Kornelia (2). 

 
Miguel & Dalia CASTRO 

Servants in Portugal 
Praise the Lord for the ministry with teenagers, Generation XXI.  Many Bible 
studies and activities were organized by Miriam and Emmanuel. During a picnic 
meeting we had the opportunity to invite a Muslim family and another African 
family from Angola to the activities.  We began a Bible study in June with the 
Muslim family. Because of the language barrier, we communicate in French with 
the father and he translates everything into the African dialect his wife 
understands.  He has many doubts and questions.  Three times a week we visit and 
share in Bible study. We are praying for a fruitful relationship with this refugee 
family.  Dalia continues to help by teaching them Portuguese.   
 Pray for the preparation for the 15th English Bible Camp. Pray for many 

campers.  Pastor Rob and Shawn Smith will help the Portuguese team during 
this camp.   

 Pray for wisdom for Abigail.  She is a camp director at Scripture Union Camp  
where Miriam will be a leader and Gabriel a camper in August. 

 Pray for the preparations for the 3rd Awesome Summer Camp for the youth.   
 Pray for the Annual Mission Conference in Esmoriz. It is a good time of 

refreshment both spiritually and emotionally in the Lord. 
 Pray for open hearts for the personal evangelism project as I continue to visit 

people in their work places. 
 Pray for wisdom as we prepare for the Couples Encounter with Christ 

conferences.   
 Pray for COMACEP ministry.  The Education Department of the Evangelical 

Portuguese would like to have more Bible classes in the public schools. 
 Pray for wisdom as we counsel people from the website. 
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Sam & Sadie DOHERTY 
Servants with CEF, World-wide Book Ministry 

Praise God He continues to give us good health and clear minds. We are truly 
thankful for His many blessings. 
 Pray God will give children’s workers worldwide the vision, desire and ability 

to teach doctrine to their children. We have produced thirteen series of 
visualized doctrinal lessons to help them do this. Pray many will use these 
lessons to enable the children to understand, and apply, the great truths of the 
Bible. 

 Pray for the translation and printing of my training manual on how to teach 
doctrine to children in Spanish.  Pray for its distribution and use all over Latin 
America.  

 The new writing project I am working on is the most challenging writing project 
I have undertaken. I believe the end result could be very helpful for many.  Pray 
God will enable me to do it and to do it well. 

 
John GEE 

Servant in China 
I have been quite busy during June and July.  A large portion of time was spent 
developing a new partnership platform called NewGen.  It is a grassroots level 
partnership to reach the unreached.  It involves both cross cultural ministries inside 
China (to minorities) and beyond China (to neighboring countries).  Please pray for 
the smooth plan of developing this platform with God-given workers and 
strategies.  
Please pray for the following requests:  
 Soon we will start a three-week family vacation time in US.  Our first week will 

be in New York and Washington D.C., the second week in Grand Canyon and 
the third in the bay area.  Please pray for this first-time family gathering. 

 The ministry with nonprofit organization development is continuing.  Recently, 
we launched the second test group and first batch of city-oriented collaboration 
initiative.  So far, more than 100 faith-based NGOs are networked for capacity 
building and strategy development.  I had the opportunity to serve one of the 
groups in Beijing during staff development.   

 Urban church planting is another major area for activities.  Several cities like 
Kunming, Fuzhou, Handan, Quanzhou were touched.  In early October we are 
to have another session for Taiyuan.  Please pray for effective communication 
and good follow-up after consultation. 

 Our team plans to relocate to another office site nearby the airport.  Ideally we 
want to rent a farmer’s place so a few families can live inside the 
compound.  Please pray for the searching process. 
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Cash & Ann GODBOLD 
Served in Africa 

 Pray for our health, we have had some health issues recently. For the most part 
we have enjoyed good health. 

 We just found out that one of the friends at our little church is going on a short 
trip to Senegal which I invited him to take.  Please pray for him, this is his 
first.  His name is Ben. 

 We got out about one thousand 30 Days of Prayer for Muslims during 
Ramadan.  Ask the Lord to touch hearts. 

 One of the French students who was with us years ago wants to bring his son to 
visit in August.  Pray for some spiritual fruit.  

 
International Christian Centers for the Deaf (ICCD) 

Servants in Bahamas, Cuba & Mexico 
Praise the Lord 
 For a great VBS in Rio Bravo Mexico with thirty professions of faith in Christ, 

and a time of encouragement for our campus Pastor and national workers. 
Praise the Lord for the high school graduation of two of our deaf students and 
the intense amount of work of our interpreter for the deaf. 

 For the purchase of a house in El Cristo, Cuba to be used as ministry 
headquarters as well as housing for our OSCO Cuba directors. 

 For a great Sign Language Camp & VBS in Abaco, Bahamas, with about thirty-
five adults and children.  They learned basic sign language to communicate with 
the deaf.  There was one decision for Christ. 

Pray 
 For Mexico.  Pray for the staff and workers as they have a retreat for the deaf in 

Reynosa.  Pray many unsaved deaf in the area will attend, understand the 
Gospel and be saved. 

 For Cuba.  Pray for the summer outreaches, camps and activities for the deaf.  
Pray souls will be saved and for new believers as they are discipled. 

 For the Bahamas.  Pray for the follow-up with those saved during the summer 
camps as well as continued relationship building with the key people in 
Eleuthera, Abaco and Freeport where the camps were held. Pray for a church 
that is interested in establishing a deaf ministry in Abaco, and for God’s person 
to lead that ministry. 
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John & Rosie 
Servants in Central Asia 

Praise the Lord for the housing He has provided.  We have been in our new home 
and neighborhood for two months and have really enjoyed and appreciated the new 
location and neighbors God has provided.  Please continue to pray for us as we 
continue to meet new neighbors and have opportunities to interact and share truth 
with them. 
 Pray as they seek out language study helpers and start back into language 

study.  Pray for discipline and wisdom as we manage our time.  Pray Melody 
and Lillian would continue to learn to communicate well. 

 Pray for additional long-term workers who could join our team.  There are two 
families that have expressed an interest, please pray for them as they seek God’s 
will in that regard. 

 
Jay & Michele LESTER 

Servants to International Students at Virginia Tech 
Praise the Lord for good participation in International Christian Fellowship (ICF) 
this summer. Many are coming and we continue to meet new people almost every 
week.    
Please pray: 
 As we welcome hundreds of new international students to Blacksburg in 

August. 
 For us and our partners as we seek to extend the reach of international ministry. 

Pray for sensitivity to God’s leading, good connections and partnership, and 
wisdom in encouraging and mobilization. Pray “the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into His harvest.” 

 For ICF as we seek to build up our leadership structure and expand our ministry. 
Pray for wisdom as we strategize, plan and mobilize.  

 For the International Furniture Giveaway in August.  Pray the “showroom” 
would be filled up. Pray for plenty of workers. Pray for effective follow-up with 
the new students after the Giveaway. 

 
Gerald & Frances MITCHUM 

Servants in Mongolia 
Praise the Lord for the many productive relationships made at the GMA 
conference and thanks to all those who made this possible.  
Please pray: 
 For cooperation between Mongolia V.E.T. Net and the Chinese ministry.  
 For future work permits for our Western staff. We have permits through 

December 31. The new government is implementing stricter regulations on all 
foreign workers. We have no idea how this will affect us.  

 For over one hundred teachers working in the countryside.  Pray for safety and 
effective ministry. 
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Gerald & Frances MITCHUM 
Servants in Mongolia 

From Pagma (works with Gerald and Frances): 
We are organizing the summer training in twenty-eight counties of seven 
provinces. Our summer school is doing well.  Since April our teachers have been 
finding summer teachers and organizing their training. We prepared our summer 
English, character training, computer training and kindergarten training 
curriculums.  This summer ninety-six summer teachers and seventeen of our 
teachers are working for summer school.  We have twenty kindergarteners in the 
herder family areas. We believe this summer many of our kindergarten children’s 
parents will get to know Jesus and will be saved.  Please pray for summer school 
ministry. 
Please pray: 
 For the summer teachers’ health and their families’ safety. 
 Many people will be saved by God through summer training. 
 God’s wisdom, guidance and direction for all the summer teachers. 

 
Tony & Iris 

Servant in The Persian Speaking World 
Praise God for  
 Conversations started in Malta at the Global Mission Advance.  Tony and 

Edwin and Sylvia will be ministering together at a Bible Conference in 
August.  We anticipate enough participants to fill all the dorm rooms!  These 
will be folks just like those who attend the Sunday services at Shenandoah 
Baptist.  Some are not Christians. Some are weak Christians and some are 
mature followers of Jesus.  Please pray for God to convict them of sin, build up 
the faith and encourage the discouraged.  May there be unity in spite of 
differences in age and background. 

 The gift of forgiveness and eternal life. These truths are especially precious to 
Iris these days, as she was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer which cannot be 
cured.  She does not look forward to the process of dying, but is eagerly 
anticipating going home to be with the LORD forever.  She is filled with God's 
comfort and peace.  Please pray God would be glorified and family and friends 
be drawn close to God. 

 The increasing opportunities people in the Persian Speaking World have to 
hear/read the Gospel of Jesus Christ through both radio programs and social 
media.  Please pray many more would become followers of Jesus. Please pray 
for wisdom and perseverance for the two men responsible for this work and the 
follow up ministry. 
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Madeline TROTMAN 
Servant to International Students at UVA 

Please pray for the following requests: 
 For my daughter, Mara.  Her cancer has spread to her liver.  Continue to pray for 

healing and God to be glorified as we walk this path. 
 For David Gong.  This is Shuang’s father and he is a professor in Beijing.   He 

is so thirsty to continue growing in his walk with the Lord. He may want to go 
into the ministry when he retires.  Pray he develops strong plans to study God's 
Word.  I have regular contact with them via email.  Pray my emails are led by 
God to help them grow their faith     

 For Shuang, that she puts Jesus first and takes in God’s Word daily. 
 Amy is doing an internship this summer and I'm praying her heart will increase 

in thirst to give her heart to Jesus. 
 Kai needs prayer and to follow Jesus.  This world has gotten a foothold.   
 For Jesus from Honduras.  Pray he will follow Jesus. 

 
Guillermo VILLANUEVA 

Servant in Mexico 
Thank you for praying for the following requests: 
 For the salvation of many children as I share the Gospel in McAllen, Texas. 
 That many souls will be saved at the Reynosa Mexico jail. I will be speaking 

again in August. 
 May God grant me wisdom and clear vision for the Deaf Ministry's Board 

meetings in August. 
 For the students clear understanding of the evangelistic call as we minister in 

two seminaries in Mexico City in August. 
 



11 

 



12 

 



13 

 



14 

 


