
  

 

 

Shenandoah Baptist Church 
One Million Minutes of Prayer 

April 2018 

Dear Praying Friends, 
 

Consider this story recently related to me by Ed Weber who serves on our behalf 
in Thailand: 

 

At a sister Village of Hope in Thailand, Pastor Prathuan had a 7 year-old 
receive Christ on Easter Sunday morning. The child was orphaned; the 
father in prison. About 3:00 that afternoon, he drowned in their pond. He 
had been saved for all of 6 hours before his death. 
 

The police, social welfare, and local leaders and parents will be visiting 
soon to investigate. They believe the child had a serious heart problem 
which had been known for some time. Initial thoughts are that the 
extensive exercise from swimming probably caused him to go into cardiac 
arrest while in the pond. There were 10 adults there to supervise. But 
nothing could be done to save him. 
 

Ed used this story to teach the girls in the Hope House in Kabinburi and 
used David’s prayer in Psalm 39:4 to do so. “Lord, make me to know my 
end, And what is the measure of my days, That I may know how frail I 
am.” James 4:14 reminds us, “For what is your life? It is even a vapor that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes away.” 

 

Our prayers this month may be the last we’ll ever pray. It may also be the last time 
those we pray for can benefit from our intercession. Who knows when we’ll draw 
our final breath? 

 

So, don’t put it off. Pray today! 
 

Praying with you, 

Rob Gribbin 

Shenandoah Baptist Church 
6520 Williamson Road, N.W., P.O. Box 7010, Roanoke, VA  24019 

(540) 366-2431 ● www.sbcfamily.org ● jasbury@sbcfamily.org 

April Anniversaries 

13 - Agnieszka Bassara 
15 - Miguel Castro 

25 - Caleb (son of Jared & Alyssa) 

22 - Jay & Michele Lester 

April Birthdays 

http://www.shenandoahbaptist.org
mailto:rmullen@shenandoahbaptist.org
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Pray for Andrew 
Servant in South Asia 

Praise the Lord 
 He is using us to bring reconciliation to two villages. The authorities told us to 

leave the first village but when they heard about our work from the residents 
they took us to the next village.  Both of these villages are from different sects 
and do not like each other.  We are helping people understand the concept of 
Community Health Education and through this work we have seen Him bring 
reconciliation.  There are four people studying the Word together and we are 
encouraging them to share with their families.  We are so thankful for those who 
continue to grow in faith and for all the new relationships. Pray for more open 
doors, more boldness and courage to continue to share His love!  

 The people at the brick kilns are now welcoming us into their homes.  It took 
months to enter into the communities. The focus of the team is to work with 
children and through them work with their families and then develop a 
Community Health Education program.  Last month our team started an adult 
literacy and sewing center. This month they will start the adult literacy class and 
a sewing class. The center will serve as a training center for sewing and for 
women to fellowship.  We are so thankful to God for our teammates who are 
prayerfully seeking His will and continuing to work in these communities.  Pray 
the people at the brick kilns will understand and for God to change their hearts!  

 For the wonderful fruit we have seen in our church planting work despite the 
many challenges, including security issues, lack of leaders, the worldview of 
those who have come to faith and many more.  The work of the Holy Spirit is 
very obvious in the lives of those who have come to faith.  We are challenging 
fellow believers to be the salt and light at their work place.  If they find 
someone who is open, they put them in contact with our worker who begins the 
follow-up process.  This year new believers participated in outreach with us and 
the work God did was amazing!  Pray for more leaders and for wisdom on how 
to move forward.   

Pray 
 As we meet with four different groups to present different Unengaged 

Unreached People Groups (UUPGs) and ask them to pray and fast for these 
UUPGs.  Pray as we figure out how to follow up with those who commit to fast 
and pray and to encourage them to engage with the UUPGs.  God brought this 
group to our attention as we began praying and fasting for UUPGs. From these 
totally UPPGs, we have four groups of deaf people regularly meeting to pray 
and learn! We have identified a team of four sign language interpreters who are 
highly qualified and willing to work with us to develop resources and trainings 
for those who want to serve the deaf. Pray as we seek to work on a plan to raise 
a generation of deaf people who can become the future leaders for this project.  

 God is really blessing every initiative we start concerning the fruit tree nursery.  
The need for financial resources is also growing.  Because the church in South 
Asia is not yet able to support this project financially, we have planned to start 
businesses which could generate income to support the expanding work.  This 
year we are starting a fruit tree nursery with the vision that it will help support 
our work for the next three years.  Pray for His wisdom and blessings!  

 



3 

 

Pray for Appalachian Bible College 
Preparing Servants in West Virginia 

Praise the Lord 
 For a phenomenal Prayer Day.  
 For our rich heritage. We were blessed with reminders about our founding 

president, Dr. Lester Pipkin. 
 For our risen Savior! 
Pray 
 For effective ministries by our campus family. 
 I will be a good witness with our West Virginia private college presidents. 
 For great blessings on our activities with our College Preview, Parents/

Grandparents Day, and Spring Music Festivals. 
 

Pray for Czesław & Helena BASSARA 
Servants with the International Bible Teaching Ministry 

Pray for  Czeslaw as he preaches and teaches in these areas in Apr il: Piasek, 
Tychy, Koszalin, Palowice, Bydgoszcz, and Bielsko-Biała in Poland.  There are 
several Bible Conferences and an occasion to minister to Romanian believers in 
our church in Piasek! 

 
Pray for Miguel & Dalia CASTRO 

Servants in Portugal 
Praise the Lord 
 The procedure Gabriel had to remove a cyst from his back went very well.  
 For a special Christian play Forget and Grow, based on Genesis 41. The refugee 

Muslim family from the Central African Republic came to the service. 
 In April, Miguel will represent the evangelical church as part of a public debate 

with a Muslin Imam from Porto, a Catholic monk, several university professors 
and other important people. The theme is: Religion and Equality: Citizenship 
Challenges. Pray for wisdom from the Lord for Miguel as he prepares for this 
public debate. 

Pray 
 For the follow-up to the 2nd Adonai Ministry Camp for students in the second to 

ninth grades.   
 For a spiritual revival for the Hope Festival in April with Dr. Franklin Graham. 
 For the blessing of the Lord for our training retreats with the Portuguese youth 

staff as they prepare for the 16th English Bible Camp and the 4th Awesome 
Summer Camp. 

 For preparations for the 32nd Couples Encounter with Christ Conference in 
May. 

 For wisdom as we counsel people from our website.  
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Pray for Sam & Sadie DOHERTY 
Servants with CEF, World-wide Book Ministry 

Praise the Lord 
 He is blessing the work of Child Evangelism Fellowship in Northern Ireland 

where we had the privilege of founding and leading for the first fourteen years. 
Today, in this little province with a population of one and a half million, there 
are almost one hundred fulltime CEF workers reaching many thousands of 
children all over Ireland and in a number of other countries. 

 On St. Patrick’s Day, these workers distributed many thousands of evangelistic 
booklets about the real Patrick to the children, who were attending the many St. 
Patrick Day processions and celebrations. 

Pray 
 God will use these booklets to speak to the hearts of many of these children and 

their parents. 
 For us as we continue to have some health problems. 
 For me as I continue to work on my book with 365 daily doctrinal devotionals 

for young people. 
  

Pray for John GEE 
Servant in China 

Pray 
 For the overall security and political situation in China as new laws on religious 

affairs started in February and new Constitutional revisions were passed.  There 
are some reports on tightened policy towards churches and children’s ministry 
in some provinces.  I saw an official document issued by a Beijing district office 
to survey non-registered Christian gathering places.  This is the first time in my 
experience with Beijing.  We pray the Lord will wake up the Church in China in 
this context to bring witnesses for Him. 

 We had a busy February/March schedule. The whole month was spent in 
conferences and training events.  We had two back-to-back events on holistic 
transformation ministries and on member care.  Participants were very active in 
the events.  We pray to have more events in the country, regionally done, in 
order to save on travel cost and for security concerns.  We need more facilitators 
and funding for these initiatives. 

 For our son, Paul.  He is moving into a new class this semester.  He is working 
hard to improve his English.  He goes to bed about 2am every night.  Please 
pray for his future direction, for his personal relationship with the Lord, and for 
fruitful school work and testimony before God. 

 For our ministries.  We are realigning them as God has directed us.  We are 
recruiting a few more workers.  Please pray for God’s provision.  Pray for 
Michelle, who is taking over many responsibilities for me.  Thank God for 
preparing Michelle for this transition! 
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Pray for the Ministries of the 

International Christian Centers for the Deaf (ICCD) 

Servants in Cuba, Mexico and The Bahamas 
Praise the Lord 
 For our Mexican Director, Efrain, whose health is improving.  We are thankful 

for the safe travels for the team during the recent visit to the Roanoke area.  
 For our Cuban workers’ continued zeal to serve the Lord and share the Gospel 

with the Deaf across the island! 
 For the spiritual growth and faithfulness we see in the Deaf students in the 

Bahamas. 
Pray 
 For Mexico: Pray for volunteers to travel to Mexico with Tom in May to help 

install a new water system and renovate a small apartment for a teacher to live 
on campus.    

 For Cuba: Pray for our Directors, Israel and Loida, as they prepare for Summer 
Camps and Bible training courses for Deaf leaders beginning in the Fall. These 
courses will be led by Deaf leaders.   

 For the Bahamas: Pray the Lord would raise up a Bahamian national 
missionary to lead the team in Nassau under ICCD’s Bahamas Coordinator to 
encourage them and expand the work which the Lord has begun, as well as to 
do continuing outreach to the Family Islands.  
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Pray for John & Rosie 
Servants in Central Asia 

Praise the Lord 
 For leading a local believer to show films teaching about the life and teachings 

of Jesus in their community. To their surprise, the local Islamic teacher began 
encouraging those who were listening to continue to learn more about “this 
Man.”  Pray God would use this witness to allow Truth to penetrate people’s 
hearts! 

 For new team members for John and Rosie’s team.  Pray new people would 
provide new sets of contacts and witnessing opportunities as they settle into life 
in Central Asia! 

Pray 
 For the local believers to increase their desire and ability to encourage and 

network/fellowship with one another as they are often scattered far from each 
other.  Pray John and Rosie would have wisdom in encouraging them in that. 

 God would work in hearts as people in their town try to prepare themselves 
spiritually for an upcoming visit of a very influential religious leader, whom 
many even worship as deity.  Pray God would reveal the emptiness of following 
a mere man and there would be many more willing to consider the claims of the 
Gospel as a result! 

 For the neighbors of John & Rosie.  Their month-old baby died from the 
complications of childbirth.  Rosie had the opportunity to share with the hurting 
family.  They talked about the holiday coming up and the hope it brings. Our 
children were reminding us of the hope that we have in Him! There were some 
extended family in the room too. One older lady was intent on Rosie’s every 
word...so intent that she was holding her leg & sitting face to face with Rosie!  I 
am sure that it wasn’t a grand telling with perfect vocabulary but it was the first 
time that these have ever heard the Truth. We feel blessed that He let a wretch 
like us have that opportunity. 

 
Pray for Sam & Susan JOHN 

Servants in India 
Praise the Lord!  The pastors conference this year was an immense blessing. 
Of all the years of pastor’s conferences, this year’s was among the top three! 
Thank you, pastors and deacons, for your ministry to us. We were blessed to have 
another member from Shenandoah visit us for a couple weeks after the pastors and 
deacons left. We spent some wonderful time in the mission field in the rural places 
in India.  
Pray 
 For all the pastors who have gone back to their respective areas of ministry after 

the pastor’s conference.  As a direct result of their ministry, the Lord opened up 
a way for us to start a new Bible study with people from other faiths. Pray for 
grace and wisdom for Sam as he leads them in a closer walk with the Lord! 

 For Susan’s knee which is bothering her and slowing her down.   
 For Stephen.  He plans to attend Camp Eagle this summer. 
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Pray for Jozef & Lúbica KOVAC 
Servants in Slovakia 

Praise the Lord for  His mercy in our ministry with Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, Slovakia, for twenty-seven years as of March 7.  Our praises are for all 
members of the team, all supporters – especially Shenandoah Baptist Church and 
friends. 
Pray 
 For all the Good News Clubs scheduled for this month.  Pray for the power of 

the Holy Spirit for His Word to pierce the hearts of those attending. 
 For our teaching ministry.  We are preparing a course for teachers: Effective 

Teaching of Children - Level 2 in Bratislava.  This class is forty hours long. The 
first part of the course will be held in mid-April. It focuses on the spiritual 
growth of children. 

 For us as we plan to visit and serve in the church in Stara Turá in West Slovakia. 
Our goal is to encouraged this local church in their mission activities and 
discipleship. 
 

Pray for Jay & Michele LESTER 
Servants to International Students at Virginia Tech 

Praise the Lord for  God’s blessing on “Next Step Retreat” during Spring Break.  
Fifteen internationals attended and we had a great time of fellowship and 
encouragement.         
Pray 
 For God guidance as we plan our next retreat scheduled for mid-May. This 

retreat will take place in Rockingham County and will be designed for both 
believers and seekers. 

 For Jay’s regular meetings with young men, including “Lee”, Ben, and Ian, for 
evangelism and discipleship. Pray for Lee who seems close to surrendering his 
life to the Lord.     

 For wisdom and provision as we make big decisions regarding the care of Jay’s 
parents. Due to the extent and magnitude of their needs, they can no longer live 
alone in their own place. 

 
Pray for Gerald & Frances MITCHUM 

Servants in Mongolia 
Praise the Lord 
 The Woosley family has returned from America. There was a funeral in the 

family and Helen had serious back surgery. 
 Four teams have safely returned from the countryside with successful meetings 

with churches, training, encouraging believers and sharing the Gospel. 
Pray 
 For the many people who are considering Jesus and salvation. 
 Helen will continue to improve and get back to normal with more energy. 
 There is a serious outbreak of foot and mouth disease in animals in nine states 

in Mongolia. People are quarantined. We cannot go into these areas as planned. 
Please pray the Lord will help us in this situation.  Pray the government will get 
the right vaccine to stop this problem. 
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Pray for Lance & Sandy ROBERTS 
Servants in the Czech Republic 

Praise the Lord for  His blessings as we returned to Czech.  
Pray 
 For Kayla with her difficult semester and for the Lord’s leading in changing 

schools next year to finish her nursing studies.  
 For Lance and Sandy as Kayla is on another continent.  
 For Lance as he has a heavy teaching and preaching schedule this spring and 

will be working on new courses to teach in the Bible institute in the fall.  
 

Pray for Sinh & Mai  
Servants in Asia 

Praise the Lord 
 For Đức.  He began an ESL class with fourteen other students. 
 For the English Club and the fifteen volunteers. 
 For the wisdom He gave Mai to know how to organize this English Club. 
 For answering prayers concerning the availability of Grace Baptist 

Church  where the English Club is being held. 
 For the orders we have received for Tender Quilt.  More work gives more 

students an opportunity for education. 
Pray 
 For the students in Đức's ESL class.  Pray they will learn His Word and 

regularly attend the class.   
 For the English Club to be attractive to many so they can come and practice 

English and learn about our wonderful Lord. 
 For the volunteers of the English Club to work hard and enjoy the fellowship 

with each other. 
 For Mai to have a heart to reach out to the young people and focus on bringing 

them to the knowledge of Christ. 
 For the Tender Quilt staff to really love what they are doing and help each 

other to know more about Jesus. 
 For God to send His chosen children to our summer camp. 
 For Sinh as he gets more and more forgetful.  May He keep Sinh active and not 

discouraged.   
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Pray for TONY & IRIS 
Servants in The Persian Speaking World 

Praise the Lord 
 For all who were able to come to the Spring Event.  Pray they will apply what 

they learned and share this with others. 
 For the opportunity to get together with others who also have a vision for 

bringing the Gospel to the Persian Speaking World.  May they be humble, listen 
to one another, have unity and bring glory to God as they make plans. 

 Iris is doing quite well and able to continue receiving chemo. 
Pray 
 For a Christian couple who want to be married but their plans were postponed 

when the fiancée's mother was diagnosed with  brain tumors.  May they look to 
the Lord for direction.  The mother has been told she may live for a few 
months.  According to traditions one cannot marry for an entire year after the 
death of a close family member. 

 For another Christian couple who have been married for about three 
years.  They would love to start a family but are having medical challenges. 
May they keep their focus on the Lord as they go to specialists and trust in God 
to do a miracle. 

 
Pray for Madeline TROTMAN 

Servant to International Students at UVA 
Praise the Lord for  the seeds that have been planted in Shibo, Grace, 
Wenjing, Chiang, JinLu and Xiangjun.  Pray fruit will come. Pray for Haomin, 
Mengxuan Yini, Xidi, Arnold, Peng, Zitao, Florence, and Lydia who have come to 
Jesus and need prayer and encouragement in growth 
Pray 
 For Kai and Eric who are putting God aside in their lives. Ask the Spirit to fill 

them with hunger and thirst for Him. 
 For Amy to recognize the immeasurable love of God and her need for a 

personal relationship with Him. 
 

Pray for Guillermo VILLANUEVA 
Servant in Mexico 

Pray 
 For open hearts to receive the Gospel as we share it.  Pray for Guillermo’s 

crusade in Toluca, Mexico, and evangelist, Villeda, in Puebla. 
 For open hearts to receive the Gospel as Guillermo preaches in Monterrey, 

Mexico, in mid-April. 
 For open hearts to receive the Gospel as Guillermo preaches in the “Peña de 

Horeb” Mexico’s church crusade in late April. 
 For complete healing of Guillermo’s left eye.  
 For the healing of Martin Perez’s mother.  He is our Cuban evangelist,  
 For all the work involved as we pursue a partnership with TWR for radio 

broadcasting.  Continue to pray for the radio ministry. Pray the Lord uses this 
ministry to reach the lost. 


