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As we begin another year of praying for our missionaries, I thought I’d start out by 
reminding us all of the need for private prayer in general. Simply reading the 
enclosed requests will do nothing. However, effective and fervent prayer of these 
matters will unleash divine, potent power which will produce undeniable change.  

In his book, Habits of Grace, author David Mathis outlines five suggestions for 
enhancing your private prayer life: 

1 – Create Your Closet 

Finding a regular place for private prayer is the first step. It may be a clean desk, 
a bedside, a quiet den or an actual closet. Develop the habit of praying in the 
same place and train your mind to block out distractions once you’re in place. 

2 – Begin with the Bible 

Prayer is a conversation we didn’t start – it’s a response to God’s initiated Word. 
Reading and meditating on Scripture before a season of prayer prepares our 
hearts and readies our minds to know God’s heart as we make our petitions 
known. 

3 – Adore, Confess, Thank, Ask 

Begin your prayer time by walking through an outline before entering into 
specific requests. Some use the acrostic ACTS (adore, confess, thank, supplicate) 
to guide their praying. 

4 – Divulge Your Desires – And Develop Them 

Prayer to God is not only a place for divulging our heart, but also for developing 
our desires. Prayer changes our hearts like nothing else and shapes our desires 
toward God Himself. 

5 – Keep it Fresh 

Avoid praying a formula or allowing your prayer time to become monotonous. 
Occasionally, write out your prayers, or sharpen your prayer focus through a 
season of fasting. 
 

May the Lord richly bless our missionaries around the world in 2018 as a result of 
your private prayers on their behalf. 
 

Praying with you,   

Rob Gribbin Mathis, David, Habits of Grace, pp. 103-105 

http://www.shenandoahbaptist.org
mailto:rmullen@shenandoahbaptist.org
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Pray for Appalachian Bible College 

Preparing Servants in West Virginia 
Praise the Lord 

 For the outstanding Christmas ministries on campus, at Mount Olive prison, and 

at Old Kanawha Baptist Church.  

 For special financial provisions in recent days from dear friends. 

Pray 

 For contacts with new students for our next semester.  

 For two very dear friends of our ministry who are facing extremely difficult 

circumstances. 

 

Pray for Alan & Rosemary ARMSTRONG 

Servants in Ireland 
Praise the Lord 

 For Christmas-time! 

 For your partnership and continuing to kneel with us. We trust the Lord will 

refresh you and us as we serve our Savior. 

Pray 

 As Rosemary & I take a short break beginning in February. We hope to travel to 

Dubai to visit our son, David, his wife, Rachel and our first granddaughter, Lola 

Rose.  

 For the outreach and teams for 2018. There are many challenges and 

opportunities before us.  

 For a good measure of health and much encouragement after years of sowing 

the Gospel seed. The harvest is assured. Please pray on. 

 

January Anniversaries 

 6 - Jojo Weber 
 7 - Sam John 
11 - Simon John  

23 - Sinh 
28 - Rebecca Keefe 

20 - Miguel & Dalia Castro 

January Birthdays 
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Pray for Bogdan & Agnieszka BASSARA 

Servants in Europe 
Praise the Lord 

 For all the CEF Christmas Clubs where the Gospel was presented. It has been 

amazing to see so many teachers courageously sharing the Gospel in the Middle 

East. Over 30,000 Christmas lessons were distributed across the Middle East.  

 For the Christmas activities at our church in Poland. Pray for those who heard 

the Gospel for the first time.  Pray they will be interested and get to know Christ 

more, especially as their Savior! 

Pray 

 For good results at the CEF Europe Leadership meeting I will be attending in 

the middle of January. Pray we will seek God's guidance as we work thru the 

challenges of the ministry in Europe in 2018.  

 For our church retreat in late January. This is a special event for parents and 

children. Pray for Agnieszka and our kids, Dominika, Filip and Piotrus, as we 

will be involved in this special event.  

 

Pray for Czesław & Helena BASSARA 

Servants with the International Bible Teaching Ministry 

Praise the Lord for blessing us, giving us health and many opportunities to serve 

Him in 2017. We published two new books in English and two new books in 

Polish in 2017.  
Pray 

 For the translation work of our books into twenty-four languages. Pray we are 

able to print them soon. 

 For Konrad and Dorota as they assist us in the International Bible Teaching 

Ministry. They need a vehicle for transporting the books. 

 For the January Bible Conferences in Bytom and Jastrzębie Zdrój, both in 

Poland. 
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Pray for Miguel & Dalia CASTRO 
Servants in Portugal 

Praise the Lord 
 For the Bible exhibition celebrating the 500 years of Reformation in the 

municipal library in Lisbon.  Pray for the people who saw the exhibition.  Many 
Bibles and Bible literature, in many formats and languages, were distributed.   

 For the conference related to the Reformation at the Preparatory School of 
Revelhe. Dalia invited a Christian history teacher from Vila Nova de Gaia to 
speak at the conference. He became very sick and the conference has been 
delayed until January. 

 For the Church Christmas Community Lunch.  It was a very special service.  
Many children invited their parents and many heard the Gospel for the first 
time. 

Pray 
 For a missionary project that would require the purchase of a nine passenger van 

to replace the current van used for the ministry. Because of the multiple 
mechanical problems, it has become a financial burden instead of a blessing.  
Pray for this very important project and its use during activities in both summer 
camps and Generation XXI meetings.   

 For the preparations for the Adonia ministry during the Easter holidays.  This 
ministry works with students from the second grade to ninth grade at Public 
School of Montelongo where Dalia leads Bible classes. 

 For open hearts for the personal evangelism Miguel is continuing with the 
people of Fafe.  Miguel has been giving out evangelistic calendars, Good Year, 
Hidden Treasures for 2018.  

 For fruit as they continue visiting the refugee Muslim family twice a week 
helping them and studying the Bible in their house. Praise the Lord, they came 
to the Church Christmas Community Lunch and to the Mexican Community 
Lunch in November. 

  

Pray for Sam & Sadie DOHERTY 
Servants with CEF, World-wide Book Ministry 

Praise the Lord 

 Many children’s workers in Cambodia are using the five different packs of our 

teaching materials in more than 600 Good News Clubs throughout the country. 

 They just printed 780,000 of our eight-page booklets in the Kmer language for 

use and distribution all over Cambodia. 

 Sam’s cataract operations on both of his eyes were successful. 
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Pray for Sam & Sadie DOHERTY 
Servants with CEF, World-wide Book Ministry 

Pray 

 Many children in Cambodia will trust the Lord Jesus as their Savior. 

 For the people who are accessing our teaching materials on the internet.  Pray 
many more will begin using these materials.    

 God will help me as I continue writing my book with 365 daily doctrinal 
devotionals for teens and twenties. 

  
Pray for John GEE 
Servant in China 

Pray 
 Throughout September to late November, I have been quite busy, trying to 

construct a new mission model for on-field partnership.  If it works out, it will 
greatly bless the field teams from many different backgrounds.  Pray the Lord 
will give us the victory to overcome the narrow perspective with His Kingdom 
perspective!  It is moving well in northwest China.  I am working on Southwest 
China now.  Pray God will provide us with needed resources, particularly with 
a good staff. 

 China is going to implement a new law next February on religious 
affairs.  There are different understandings and guesses about this law.  Many 
leaders are cautious.  Pray the Lord will give them strength, so they may be a 
wise and powerful witness in all circumstances.  The new law would impose 
fines on landlords who offer space for a house church to gather.  Please 
particularly pray that the churches/small groups in those communities will carry 
out good testimonies to the community about Jesus Christ. 

 I recently spoke to a college student.  He is joining a Christian gathering on 
sports programs.  He enjoys everything there: the loving relationship, safe 
conversations, emphasis on the purpose of life, etc.  He still does not know how 
to have a personal relationship with God.  This seems to be a common 
hindrance for many Chinese students.  May God do His work mightily that 
people may know He is real and awesome and love!  One ministry partner is 
working with this young man closely. 

 Al and his family are on their way to the Tibetan region.  His next stop will be 
the village where they are going to stay for one year.  They have been going 
through some tough times, spiritual warfare mainly as sicknesses with different 
people.  Pray for their safety and journey with the Lord in this trip.  Al plans to 
stay in the Tibetan village to explore ways to do evangelism.  He also tries to 
gather enough field information through formal field study approaches so that 
urban churches know how to specifically pray for the field. 
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Pray for the Ministries of the 

International Christian Centers for the Deaf (ICCD) 

Servants in Cuba, Mexico and The Bahamas 
Praise the Lord 
 For His protection of His servants and those we serve in the Deaf community in 

Northeast Mexico. We’re so thankful for less violence in the area.  
 For the enthusiasm among the workers and Deaf folks in Cuba. Their zeal to see 

the lost come to the Lord is truly amazing!  
 For the spiritual growth and faithfulness we see in the Deaf students in the 

Bahamas. 
Pray 
 For Mexico. Pray for our Director Efrain Escorza’s health. He has been 

struggling recently and needs prayer for complete recovery.  Pray for wisdom 
and guidance as he leads the ministry there on a daily basis.   

 For Cuba. Pray for our Directors Israel and Loida as they prepare for the Deaf 
Congress in January. This is a wonderful time of encouragement and spiritual 
growth for Deaf folks attending. Expected attendance is 500 to 700 folks from 
across the entire island of Cuba as well as guests from Mexico, Columbia, Costa 
Rica, and the US. Pray God will be glorified through the lives of each person 
who attend and for traveling mercies.   

 For the Bahamas.  Pray the Lord would raise up a Bahamian national 
missionary to lead the team in Nassau under ICCD’s Bahamas Coordinator to 
encourage them and expand the work which the Lord has begun, as well as 
continuing the outreach to the Family Islands.  

 For traveling mercies for Tom, Debbie, Kayla and the team members traveling 
to Cuba in early January.  

 
Pray for Sam & Susan JOHN 

Servants in India 
Praise the Lord 
 We had a blessed trip to the USA and met many of the supporting churches, 

friends and family.  We drove almost 6,000 miles, praise God for the safety and 
His provisions.   

 For the healing he gave me as I had left India with post-operative wounds and 
stitches.  Thank God for the health and protection of our children as they were 
by themselves for a couple of months.  

 For the safety given to all our workers and co-workers. The work continues by 
the grace of God.   
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Pray for Sam & Susan JOHN 
Servants in India 

Pray 
 For Moses, one of the students of Maranatha Bible College. Jaipur, his father, 

who is the spearhead of Counter 2025, recently suffered from a paralytic 
attack.  Pray for the medical help and finances he needs for treatment.  

   

Pray for Jay & Michele LESTER 

Servants to International Students at Virginia Tech 

Praise the Lord for  good onversations with “Lee” concerning the Gospel. It is 

evident that barriers to understanding and reception of the Gospel are being 

removed.    

Pray 

 For Lee as Jay continues to regularly meet with him. Pray Lee would give his 

life to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 For continued good participation in ICF as the New Year begins. Pray hearts 

would be touched, eyes would be opened, and fruit would be borne. Pray for 

Jay as he develops and leads a new Bible study on the Gospel of Matthew.  

 For God’s guidance as we plan Across Fridays for the spring semester. Pray for 

continued good participation as it starts again in mid-January. Pray for good 

connections and deepening relationships through which we can share the love 

and truth of Jesus Christ.  

 

Pray for Liz STEVENS 

Servant in Thailand 

Praise the Lord 

 For continuing to open doors to share the Gospel. Praise the Lord for stirring 

the hearts of several adult English students who want to know more about God. 

 For your faithful prayers and support. Praise the Lord for His daily sustaining 

grace! 
Pray 

 For the salvation of Milk, Yuu, Ing, and Odet. 

 For the seeds that were planted during the many Christmas outreaches. Pray the 

Word would be protected, watered, grow, and bear fruit. 

 For the new students I will teach this term.  Pray God would open their hearts to 

the Gospel. 

 



8 

 

Pray for TONY 

Servant in The Persian Speaking World 
Praise the Lord 

 Ben and his fiancée received permission to be married by the Turkish 

authorities with the necessary paperwork from their homeland to prove they are 

virgins.  The letter from a local doctor was sufficient.  May they continue to 

trust in God to provide for all their needs as refugees far away from family and 

friends. 

 For the opportunity to get the Gospel message to people in the Persian Speaking 

World by means of social media.  Pray for those who read what is on the 

website and listen to the Bible programs. 

 Iris is doing as well as she is. Her pain and nausea are kept under control.  Her 

chemo dosage was reduced.  She is enjoying life and counting her many 

blessings. 

Pray 

 For Star.  She is so frustrated that she and her sister are still waiting to leave the 

country.  The situation at home is becoming more difficult.  Pray they would be 

a good testimony and that God would transform their parents and siblings. 

 

Pray for Madeline TROTMAN 

Servant to International Students at UVA 

Pray 

 For Sasha and Dimitri.  Both are now missionaries in Russia. Pray for new 

believers and for fruit to multiply. 

 For Xiangjun and her mom who came from Beijing for two months. She is a 

professor in a university there and both Ciang and her mom expressed their 

desire to learn more about Jesus.  

 For Anna of Brazil, who now is a professor in Tennessee and recently married. 

They are both asking God for fruit on their campus.   

 For Amy. She is waiting for Jesus to speak to her.  Pray for her spiritual ears to 

be opened and that she will accept Jesus into her heart. 
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Pray for Guillermo VILLANUEVA 

Servant in Mexico 
Pray 

 For many inmates to attend the January film showing and hear the Gospel in 

the Reynosa Jail.    

 For the many unsaved people to receive Christ in our border missions meeting 

where I will be sharing the Gospel with the hundreds in attendance.   

 For many souls to be saved in our crusade in South Mexico City in January. 

 For many people to be saved as our radio programs reach out to hundreds of 

people in the Spanish Speaking World and for the production and recordings of 

the radio programs.   

 For healing as I face eye problems, including cataracts. I have many 

appointments in January. 


